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PLEA: PLEASE 
OON'T EVER RUN AWAY FROM 
ME AGAIN! I'M SO SORRY FOR 
WHAT HAPPENED! 


DANIEL, WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? 
| WAS SCARED OUT OF MY MIND! 


: SHH... IT'S 
= GOING TO BE OKAY... 
aff =\TSALL RIGHT... 


SSOUFOREVER, LOST MY, 
"i PAINKILLER, 
SELF-CONTROL... DOESN'T WORK ANY 
MORE, THOUGH. 


SOMETHING | HAD A PROBLEM WITH HURT SOMEONE Fr 
WHEN | WAS YOUNGER. GUESS : |) LOVE. So 
IMNOT OVER IT YET. mene, Wy Le 


MARCUS, DON'T 
PUNISH YOURSELF... YOU'VE 
SUFFERED TOO MUCH 

ALREADY! 


YOU OKAY 

TO WALK? 

aa — YEAH... IM a 
iY NOT HERE, THOUGH. \= ave 
, j SOBER, JUST REALLY 
| DON'T WANT TO BE IN , 
HERE RIGHT NOW, HUNG OVER. 

ad 


DO YOU THINK 
THEY'LL BE OKAY? 


WE CAN'T LET THIS JP 
HAPPEN AGAIN. Te | PLAN ON Pneie 
AVOIDING YOUR aN ed 
ava OUR RELATIONSHIP. | DON'T 
Sno THAT'S NOT ROT ER emf THINK IT CAN KEEP GOING 
mE __ WHAT I MEAN. iN avers 
al . x , 
. y) 
55 R 


al 
LL MOVE OUT, 
IF YOU WANT... 


THIS IS EXACTLY 
THE PROBLEM... YOU ASSUMED 
YOU KNEW WHAT | WANTED, AND 
ACTED ON IT! 


DO YOU 
WANT US TO STAY 
TOGETHER? 


| DION'T MEAN TO, 
| JUST THOUGHT-- 


SO FAR, THINGS HAVE GONE PRETTY ¥ 
MUCH THE WAY YOU'VE WANTED. YOU FB 
STARTEO THINGS. YOU ALWAYS TAKE 

THE LEAD, YOU'VE ASSUMED 

AN AWFUL LOT. 


OUT... BUT HOW MUCH 
OF THAT IS JUST LUCK? 


P” BUT YOU NEVER SAID 
YOU DION'T LIKE WHAT 
WAS HAPPENING... 


| ONLY WANTED TO 
MAKE YOU HAPPY! 


| KNOW. THAT'S 
THE PROBLEM. 


YOUVE SHOWN ME SOME WONDERFUL TIMES... BUT IT'S NEVER BEEN AS 
PUSHED ME INTO THE ARMS OF SOME WONDERFUL EQUALS. YOU'VE BEEN ENTIRELY 
PEOPLE. YOU'VE OPENED SO MANY DOORS IN CHARGE. 
IN MY LIFE... T NEVER STOPPED 
TO THINK. 


THAT'S NOT HOW | 
THINK OF YOU! 


OVE ME 


JUST L 
LIKE | LOVE YOU. DON'T 
EVER LET GO... 


GOD, I'VE CRIED MORE IN THE 
FAST COUPLE OF DAYS THAN 
IN MY WHOLE LIFETIME, 


ALL RIGHT... NO 


MORE USING ME AS A PRIZE! 
EVEN IF DAVID NEEOS TO BE 


PUT IN HIS PLACE! 


ANDO NO SLEEPING WITH OTHER 
GUYS... NOT UNLESS WE TALK 
ABOUT IT FIRST, ANYWAY, 


agen 
fu 


YOUR TURN TO 


MAKE THE RULES, 


THAT'S FAIR. BESIDES, 
MORE LION FOR ME 
THAT way! 


A 


pis 
- 
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ANO WE TALK. REALLY TALK. ABOUT 
THE IMPORTANT STUFF. WE CAN'T, 
BOTTLE ANYTHING UP. 


I'VE NEVER BEEN 
GOOO AT TALKING ABOUT 
MY FEELINGS. 


PRACTICE. 


| WOULDN'T KNOW 
WHERE TO BEGIN. 


WELL, YOU COULD YOU'RE RIGHT... YOU 


START BY TELLING ME WHY YOU DESERVE TO KNOW. 
LOST IT YESTERDAY, 


| TOLD YOU ABOUT MY OLO MAN, 
RIGHT? GOOO FOR NOTHING, 
COULON'T HOLD A JOB, TOOK IT 
ALL OUT ON ME. MOM DIED 
WHEN | WAS LITTLE. DAD 
COULON'T HANOLE IT. 


HE'D GET DRUNK, THEN SLAP ME 
AROUND, | NEVER FOUGHT BACK... 
1 WAS TOO SCARED. | STARTED 
HITTING THE BOTTLE MYSELF. 
STOLE IT WHILE DAD WAS 

PASSED OUT. 


ONE DAY, | JUST COULDN'T TAKE IT 

ANY MORE. HE HIT ME, AND | HIT HIM 
BACK. HARD, CHRIST, | BEAT THE LIVING 
SHIT OUT OF HIM... A LIFETIME OF 
ANGER, AND IT ALL CAME OUT 
AT ONCE. 


YOU KNOW WHAT THE WORST OF 
IT 1S? THERE HE WAS, LYING ON 
THE GROUND, BUSTED RIBS 
BUSTED NOSE... AND HE LOOK2 
AT ME AND SAYS "ABOUT TIME 
YOU BECOME A MAN." SHIT. 


BUT | COULD BE. SO EASILY, JUST 
ONE SLIP... LIKE YESTERDAY, 


WE BOTH 
SLIPPEO, 


FAMILIAR. 


THAT WAS WHAT A MAN 
WAS? DRUNK AND VIOLENT? | WAS 
BECOMING JUST LIKE HIM, AND HE 

ADMIRED IT! ASSHOLE... 


YOU'RE NOTHING 
LIKE THAT! 


SO.| HAD TO GET OUT, BUT WHAT'S A 
DIRT-POOR CITY KID TO DO? | WANTED 
SOMETHING TO BE PROUD OF, SOMETHING 
EVERYONE COULD RESPECT. SOMETHING 
MY OLO MAN COULD NEVER DO, 


GRADUATE, YOU GO INTO THE 
MILITARY. | WAS IN THE LELAND 
R.O.T.C. | WAS GOING TO BE AN 

FFICER. A KNIGHT IN SHINING ARMOR! 


PAID FOR COLLEGE TOO... THAT'S 
THE DEAL. IF YOU OO WELL IN HIGH 
SCHOOL, THEY FAY FOR YOUR 
COLLEGE, THEN WHEN YOU 

oO 


I'0 ALWAYS ADMIRED PEOPLE IN 
THE MILITARY. THEY PUT IT ALL ON 
THE LINE TO DEFEND US...SO | 
JOINED THE R.O.T.C." IN MY HIGH 
SCHOOL. THEY TAUGHT ME SELF- 
CONTROL, ANO SELF-RESPECT. 


* R.O.T.C = RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CORPS. 


YOU OON'T SEE ME IN 
UNIFORM, THOUGH, 


WHAT ELSE? THROWN OUT... | WAS DOING SO 
WELL. BUT THERE WAS A PROBLEM... YOU 
SEE, | WAS SEEING AGIRL. SHE WAS REALLY 
BEAUTIFUL, ANDO SHE KNEW IT. VAIN, AND AS 
SHALLOW AS A PUDDLE. SO | WAS MESSING 
AROUND ON THE SIDE. 
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WITH ANOTHER CADET, NO LESS. 
HE WASN'T MY FIRST GUY, BUT 
DAMMIT, HE WAS SPECIAL. HE 
ANO | WERE... CLOSE, AND MY 
GIRLFRIEND FOUND OUT. | 
SHOULON'T HAVE BEEN SEEING 
TWO PEOPLE, BUT ISTILL HADA 
LOT OF STUPIDITY IN ME. 


PE bs 


SHE WENT STRAIGHT TO THE 
UNIT COMMANDER. BITCH... WE 
WEREN'T COMMITTED OR 
ANYTHING, BUT SHE COULDN'T 
STAND BEING NUMBER TWO, 
MUCH LESS TO A GUY. 


SO | RESIGNED 
TO PROTECT MY LOVER. HE'S 
IN ANNAPOLIS* NOW. COING 
REALLY WELL, | HEAR. 


HELL, | SUPPOSE HE DID THE 
RIGHT THING. IT'S PART OF 
BEING AN OFFICER. SOME- 
TIMES YOU HAVE TO 
SACRIFICE A FEW TO 
SAVE MANY. 


YOUVE HAD A 


COMMANDER LOWELL SAID HE DIDN'T 
GIVE A DAMN ABOUT WHO | SLEPT WITH 
BUT THE OTHER CADETS IN THE UNIT 
WOULD HAVE PROBLEMS. HE WOULDN'T 
SACRIFICE THE DISCIPLINE AND THE 
REPUTATION OF THE WHOLE UNIT FOR 
JUST ONE MAN. 


peste 


ree tal 


AT ANY RATE, My 
TUITION'S PAID FOR TIL | 
GRADUATE. COMMANDER 
LOWELL SAW TO THAT. 


SO, WHAT ARE YOU 
GOING TO DO ABOUT Es 
YOUR FATHER? ane 
™ IMNOT REALLY 


SURE YET. | TALKED TO . 
SOMEONE YESTERDAY WHO/: 
CAN HELP, THOUGH, 


MAYBE 
WILL... JU 
CHECK OUT THE }f 


SO, ARE WE OFFICIALLY 
KISSED-AND-MADE-UP? 


ENO. 
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GERALD, YOU CANNOT 
ALWAYS KEEP ON THE 
SIDELINES, 
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THE SPOTLIGHT 
WOULD BURN ME. | 
WOULD DIE IN ITS GAZE. 


IRE YOU : 
ABOUT THIS 1lYIELO TO 
TEMPTATION. 


{_] 
| LIKE THE 
SOUND OF THAT. 
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YOUR WORK |S 


MUCH BETTER. 


THAT WAS... 
OL. OKAY, WHO" 
GOING TO TAKE US IN 
A NEW DIRECTION? 
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THERE ARE MOMENTS 
IN LIFE THAT SHOULD NEVER 
BE SHARED, THIS |S ONE 
OF THEM 


"BIRTHRIGHT" 


BORED FOR WANT OF CAM 
OE oa ee ". SHADES OF GREY THREATEN CERTAINTY 
SHADOWS / — MACETEs . AOULLED RAZOR SLITS iad WRISTS 


ame UNACCEPT: 
PR TICE AN Teeny SHARPEN ME UPON YOUR AUTHORITY, 
AND NAME YOURSELF AS ENEMY 


WAR DRUMS MADE FROM 
CHILOREN'S SKINS 


OM 
SO THEY CAN BURN IN YOUR laalores 


REAP THE REWARDS OF Yaggdy <TUES 


TED ON SCYTHES OF UNS ENOING THOUGHT = 


ORDS TURN INTO BLAG Be BALLETS 
ANDO HARVEST TEZEGIAWD FAIN 


oer, 


il ay , 


INDEED YOU 
MAY I INTRODUCE 


ves HAVE. 
LK MYSELF? | AM ALAIN 


G 


EVRE... 


YOU HAVE MADE AN 
IMPRESSION. 


THE SWOR ZBI IN ALL WAYS 
AND YOU @ SED 


I'VE HEARD THAT NAME. 
YOU'RE THE EDITOR OF 
THE "INDEPENDENT 
LITERATURE 

REVIEW"! 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
AND I’ LIKE TO TALK 
Ye BOUT A 


SORING. 
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|OON'T THINK 
HE'S READY TO 
TRUST YET, 


HE'S BEEN 

THROUGH A LOT. HE'S 

DOING THE BEST 
HE CAN. 


Story by Lance Rund 
firt by Chris McHinley 


HOLO STILL... Na 


OW! MY EYES! I'M 
BLINO, I'M BLIND! 


THAT'S FROM PLAYING 
WITH YOURSELF TOO MUCH! 
YOUR MOTHER WARNED 
YOU ABOUT THAT! 


TINY'S GONNA GO CRAZY 
OVER THIS OUTFIT WHEN HE GETS 
BACK FROM THE GAME! 


ANO WE'LL 
MATCH, TOO. 


LET ME COIT FOR 


YOU INSTEAD... I'M REALLY 
hn GOOD AT IT! 
nl 


| SWEAR, THAT PUPPY 
1S HALF CHICKEN! 


WELL, HAVE 
YOUEVERBEEN) | 
WITH A GIRL? 


THAT'S 
DIFFERENT! GIRLS 
ARE ICky! 


NOT ‘TIL HE 
ATLEAST TRIES! 
SCAREDY-OOG... 


YOU NEVER 
GIVE UP, DO 
YOu? 


SHAME ON You! : 
CRITICIZING STEVEN FOR 
NOT TRYING BOYS, WHEN YOU 
WON'T TRY GIRLS... 


I'M SURE LOTS OF NO WAY! GIRLS LIKE BIG 
GIRLS WOULD! GUYS LIKE TINY ANO CUTE 
GUYS LIKE STEVEN! 


| SUPPOSE YOU'RE RIGHT... 

BUT IT'S NOT LIKE I'VE HAD A 

CHANCE! | MEAN, WHAT GIRL 

WOULO WANT A LITTLE 
FAIRY LIKE ME? 


a NONSENSE! <i 
YOU'O BE VERY ATTRACTIV 

TO ALOT OF GIRLS... ANO | 
OUGHTA KNOW, | AM ONE! 
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WELL, MAYBE... 
IF SOMEONE LIKE YOU 
EVER ASKS... 


“ae 


SERIOUSLY... | REALLY LIKE YOU, 
ANO I'D LOVE TO BE ABLE TO 
SHOW bdr! eae IniNe 


BUT, BUT | 
CAN'T CO IT WITH YOu! 
YOU'RE MY FRIEND! 


WHAT'S WRONG WITH 
E?! | WAS ABOUT TO SAY 
“NO” TO SEX! 


THAT'S THE 
RICKY WE KNOW 
ANDO LOVE! 


YOU REALLY DO LOOK THEY MAKE ME 
SEXY IN THOSE. FEEL PRETTY... 
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| REALLY LIKE 
YOUR BOOBIES! 


3GIGGLE< 
‘BOOBIES”..? 


7 OON'T TELL ANYONE, 
THOUGH... [T WOULO RUIN 
MY REPUTATION! 


YOUR DARK 
SECRET IS SAFE 
WITH ME... IF... 


“THAT WAS 
REALLY NICE. 


| NEVER THOUGHTS 
AGIRL COULD FEEL 
50 GOOD! 


ALL OF THEM... 
EXCEPT YOu! 


FIRST, YOU BUY ME A BUNCH OF PANTIES 
TO REPLACE ALL THE ONES YOu 
SNITCHED AND MASTURBATED IN... 


> AND HELP ME 
C WITH my CALCULUS 
MN HOMEWORK... A 


TO ME AGAIN! REAL 
HARD! RIGHT NOW! 
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= YEAH, BUT YOU 
W we \ ~( GOT YOUR PAPER 
, NDONE IN TIME. 
iY 
& 


LOOKS 
ARE FREE. ; 
We 0 
i ae ae 
yon ‘id come 
SAR oe) | 
Ye “\ ; 
- \ ‘ \ 
. i 


} 
We AN 
——. id a 
THAT'S ‘SCRATCH ; 
YOUR BACK’ \\ 
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LET'S POLISH 
THIS TIL IT 
SHINES! 


ILL ‘POOR 
WOLFIE’ YOU... 
PROMISES 
. PROMISES! 
A, 


YOU, | HAVEN'T WHACKED 
OFF YET THIS MORNING, 


© 


EASY THERE! UNLIKE 


QUICK, WHILE 
YOU STILL GAN 
GET IT ALL IN! 


HOW'RE YOU ASIF YOU HAVE 
DOING, LOVER? “> ACHOICE... 


IT’S OKAY, NOW 
THAT YOU'RE ALL 
THE WAY IN. 


DAMMIT, RICKY! FLL 
SHOVE THAT CAMERA 
UP YOUR ASS! 


VERY CUTE, BOYS... SHOULO 
WE BE SELLING TICKETS? 


YOU GOT THE 
PICTURES? 


YOU'RE THE ONE i 
WITH THE DICK THAT 
GETS STUCK! 
O 


YOU'VE NEVER 
COMPLAINED BEFORE ; 
BESIDES, YOU WERE THE ONE 
WHO WANTED ME TO TIE 
WITH YOU, ANO-- 
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THAT WAS BOTH FUN 
AND HUMILIATING. 
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BOY WHAT 19 \T ABOUT THE POLICE 
MMA THAT MAKES YOU JUST WANT TO 
EXPLAIN EVERY LITTLE THING? 


my \T’S AN IMPORTANT 
DISTINCTION, BUSTER. 
ONE THAT DETERMINES 
IF YOU'RE EVER INVITED, 
UMM... ANYWHERE, 


$0, LET’S GO! WE'RE 
GOING To BE LATE FOR 
MY FIRST DIAPER PARTY. 


EITHER WAY, I'M 
STILL VERY EXCITED. 
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